IA                    KNOWLEDGE  OF THE ATLANTIC  OCEAN
and the others dared not do so, for which reason, once out of that kingdom they never again returned there: they say also that the sailors gathered certain earth or sand for their cook-room, and found that great part of it
was gold.
Some have started from Portugal to seek that land which, by common use, is called Antilla, amongst whom sailed one named Diego Detiene, whose pilot, Pedro de Velasco, an inhabitant of Palos, assured the same Christopher Columbus, in the monastery of Sancta Maria de la Rabida, that they had set out from the island of Fayal, and went 150 leagues with the viento lebechio, which is the north-west wind, and on putting about they discovered the island of Flores, guiding themselves by the numbers of birds they saw flying thither, for they recognized them as land birds and not seabirds, and so they judged that they must go to some land to sleep. Afterwards, they say, they went so far to the north-east that they reached Cape Clear, which is in Ireland towards the east, where they observed the west winds to blow very strongly and the sea was very smooth, from which they believed that it must be because of the land that must be there, which gave shelter in the western direction; which they did not follow up by going to discover it, for it was in August, and they feared the onset of winter. This, it is said, was forty years before Columbus discovered our Indies. In agreement with this is what a decrepit sailor told the said Columbus, in the port of Santa Maria, that in a voyage that he had made to Ireland he had seen a land that others believed to exist there, and they imagined it was Tartary which projected that way by the east, which I believe truly was that which we now call the Bacallaos, which they could not approach on account of the terrible winds.
Again, a sailor named Pedro de Velasco, a Galician, told Columbus in Murcia that, going on an Irish voyage they were sailing and running so much to the north-west that they saw land to the west of Ireland, and those who were in that voyage believed it must be what'a certain Hernan Dolinos sought to discover, as shall presently be told. A Portuguese pilot named Vicente Diaz, an inhabitant of Tavira, making from Guinea for the island of Terceira in the Azores, having passed the locality of the island ofMadeira, and running westwards, saw or seemed to see an island which he was certain was veritable land; and he, coming to the said island of Terceira, told the secret to a very rich Genoese merchant, a friend of his, whose name was Lucas de Cazana, whom he persuaded earnestly to fit him out for that discovery, with all things that were necessary; who, after having obtained licence from the King of Portugal to do so, sent security for his brother Francisco de Cazana, living in Seville, to equip a vessel with all